The Third International Anthology on Paradoxism is available from Bell & Howell, 300 N. Zeeb Road, P. 0. Box 136, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346 or http://www.umi.com/bod/ Recently I received a copy of this fascinating journal of paradoxist, tautologic and dualistic distichs by writers from fifteen nations, including the United States. You may be unfamiliar with the "distich" but, before I give its definition, it is pertinent to describe the movement out of which this term emerged.
A new movement in literature called paradoxismwhich makes heavy use of opposites (antitheses, contradictions, oxymorons and paradoxes) at both local and global levels in creative work-began in the 1980s in Romania. Its initial driving force was an anti-totalitarian protest against a closed society where the entire culture was manipulated by a small group. Anthology editor, Florentin Smarandache, who now lives and teaches in New Mexico, responded to the crisis with the idea, "Let's do literature...without doing literature!" In short, by keeping silent and, for example, observing that a bird in flight is itself a poem (a "natural" poem, needing no words). This beginning then led to an emphasis on contradictions. Most in Romania lived a double life-an official one conforming to the political system and another "real" life. People said "life is wonderful" when, in reality, "life is miserable." Language opposites were flourishing! Thus paradoxism was born. Folk jokes, which said one thing and meant the opposite, were very prevalent during Ceausescu's era.
Paradoxism has introduced a number of literary terms; here are several of them:
Paradoxist distich: a two-line poem in which the second line contradicts the first, but both lines together form a sensible explanation of the title.
Example (by Smarandache):
SCAPEGOAT

Even if he didn't he did
Tautological distich: a two-line poem that appears to be redundant, but the pair of lines deepens the explanation of the title. 
